Book-Group Discussion Prompts for It’s a Tough Economy
1. The novella’s main character, Jarrod, goes through a harrowing interview process for a job that is never defined, at a company whose purpose is never made clear to him. What does the taxing and surreal nature of the process say about what it has been like to seek employment since the start of the Great Recession?
2. Do you think that Jarrod’s experiences are real, fever-based hallucinations, or some combination thereof? What leads you to draw this conclusion?

3. Many of the chapter titles have double meanings. Consider, for example, the following titles: “The Non-Compete Clause,” “The Human Resource,” and “The Hostile Takeover.” What are the double meanings, and how do they contribute to the overall story?

4. In several places in the novel, the author pokes fun at common aspects of job applications and interviews—for example, application essays and interview questions like, “Where do you see yourself in five years?” What larger points does the author seem to be making about the usefulness of such tools for screening job applicants? What do you personally find annoying or frustrating about such tools?
5. “The boss” of the mysterious business seems to shift in character and appearance over the course of the story. In one chapter he asks his chauffeur to run down homeless people, and in another he hands money to a “bedraggled man.” In one chapter he is handsome, and in another he looks like a corpse. What might explain this shape shifting? How did this affect you as a reader?
6. In several places in the novel, the protagonist announces, “This is Jarrod speaking!” What might be the purpose of repeating this particular bit of dialogue?
7. Could the book be described as having a happy ending? Why or why not?

8. What were your favorite illustrations in the novella? Did they in any way contradict or build upon the way you saw the characters and story in your own mind?
9. If given the opportunity, what questions would you ask Jarrod Shanahan (the author) or Nate McDonough (the illustrator) about It’s a Tough Economy or about the process of writing or illustrating it?
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