Book-Group Discussion Prompts for Justice, Inc.
For excellent general advice on discussing story collections, see author Robin Black’s “Short Story Collections: A Guide for Book Groups” at robinblack.net.

1. In “Welcome to Omni-Mart,” why is the narrator (Leonard) so bound to Omni-Mart despite its controlling environment and dictatorial leadership? Why is even his strong affection for Cynthia not enough to lure him back to the outside world?
2. What does “Welcome to Omni-Mart” imply about the real-world effects of corporate culture or management on employees? What real-world issues does the author shed light on?
3. In “Life After Men,” the narrator (Emily) refuses her friend Tiffany’s offer to escape an onslaught of zombie men by fleeing to an island with a group of lesbians. In her refusal, Emily makes some remarks that border on homophobic. Do you think that Emily is truly homophobic and insensitive, or is something else going on?
4. In “The GirlfriendTM,” Derrick’s human date (Mary) is horrified to learn that he has purchased a robotic woman (Anna) for sexual and housekeeping purposes. When, in response, Derrick shuts Anna down, Mary replies, “[P]lease, please, turn her back on.” What does Derrick’s action and Mary’s reaction say about how each of them sees Anna, and about the problems with Derrick’s “ownership” of a robotic woman?
5. In “The Time Warp Café,” the narrator (Ferguson), a teacher, describes to his students a time in his youth before death was all but cured: “We were confused and we were mean. … But we were united in our hate. We were dying, every single one of us. It was a beautiful time.” In what ways might mortality be beautiful? What larger point does Ferguson seem to be making to his students? 
6. What do both “The Time Warp Café” and “The Generation Gap” say about common views of aging and the elderly? In what ways do these stories echo real-world attitudes, behaviors, and policies?
7. “Justice, Inc.” is just one story in this collection that involves cloned or manufactured humans. Consider, for instance, the InstaBabies in “Welcome to Omni-Mart” and Anna in “The GirlfriendTM.” Based on these stories and the larger questions they raise, what problems—practical, ethical, emotional, etc.—can result from creating humans or human-like beings? You might want to consider connections to Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein. (For an overview of various interpretations of this novel, see “Frankenstein: 10 Possible Meanings” by Tom Geoghegan, from the BBC News Magazine, www.bbc.com.)
8. For the most part, the author of Justice, Inc. offers a humorous take on dark situations. Other authors of apocalyptic fiction go dark on dark; think, for instance, of Cormac McCarthy’s writing in The Road. What, if anything, is lost or gained by humorous versus serious approaches to grim or apocalyptic tales? Do you prefer one approach to the other? Why?
9. Considering Justice, Inc. as a whole, which stories did you find most engaging or memorable. Why?
10. If given the opportunity, what questions would you ask Dale Bridges about the collection or about the inspiration(s) for certain stories?
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