Book-Group Discussion Prompts for How I Kiss Her Turning Head
For excellent general advice on discussing story collections, see author Robin Black’s “Short Story Collections: A Guide for Book Groups” at robinblack.net.
1. In “Mother of One,” the narrator makes this observation about the baby she’s caring for: “[W]ho was her mommy? I knew I wasn’t, but neither was her mother, really, at least not in what I knew was my radical La Leche League opinion.” Do you think this is a fair or unfair judgment of the baby’s mother? Why? How might the mother respond to this criticism?
2. “Snow Day” refers to the book’s title: “I lift [my daughter] out of the car and kiss her turning head when we get home.” What do the title and the story lines of both “Snow Day” and “M-A-R-backwards Y” say about mother-child relationships and their trajectories?
3. “Notes on Being Her Mommy – Part N” uses a list format. How did this affect your reading of the story? Do the items seem to be in any particular order, or does the list appear to be more random? How does item 15 relate to the others, if at all? 
4. In “Ray,” we don’t know exactly why the narrator’s husband and stepfather had her committed to a mental hospital. Did you want more of a back story about this, or was it better to leave it as more of a mystery?
5. Do you think the narrator of “Ray” is completely reliable? Why or why not?
6. Reflecting on multiple stories in How I Kiss Her Turning Head, do you think that the bonds between mothers and children can ever take unhealthy forms? Why or why not?
7. Considering the book as a whole, which stories did you find most engaging or memorable. Why?

8. If given the opportunity, what questions would you ask Jennifer Woodworth about the collection or about the inspiration(s) for certain stories?

