Book-Group Discussion Prompts for Apology
1. Which character(s) did you find most interesting and why? 
2. What aspects of the story were most interesting to you and why?
3. Did the novel leave you with any questions about key characters, their actions, or their experiences? If so, what are these questions, and what kind of information might have helped answer them?
4. The novel consists of a series of brief scenes presenting different characters’ thoughts and experiences. Did this approach work for you? Why or why not?
5. How does Teagan’s injury affect the course of Tom’s life? Why does her injury leave him with feelings of guilt?
6. What might explain the rift between Tom and his father?

7. The events of the novel take place over many years. At least twenty years seem to elapse between Teagan’s injury and the pivotal final scenes of the novel. And then there are the flashbacks to when Shoe was kidnapped in the country of his birth. Did you have a clear enough sense of the progression of time, or should dates have been specified for at least some scenes?

8. Chapter 6 focuses on Shoe’s kidnapping and his mission to obtain guns for the kidnappers. It is not clear why his captors want the guns or why they have chosen Shoe to obtain them. Should such details have been included in the story, or are the difficulties Shoe experiences in this chapter more important than details like these?

9. At certain points, the novel moves away from the central story line and central characters. Consider, for example, Manny’s dreams of/experiences with Fely, a girl he’d had a crush on in school (pages 68-72). Consider also Mario’s interactions with Natalie Purcell (pages 162-164). What might be the purposes of such scenes? What do they add to the story?
10. Until the time of his imprisonment, Shoe seemed to live mostly as a drifter. Why do you suppose he did? Under what future circumstances, if any, might he strike up new relationships like those he had with Elle and her son, Wendell?

11. Do you think Mario redeems himself through the actions he takes at the end of the novel? Why or why not? How do you think Tom and his family might react to these actions?
12. If given the opportunity, what questions would you ask the author about the novel or his process of writing it?

