Book-Group Discussion Prompts for Little Raw Souls
The following prompts focus on stories that explore relationships between parents and children. For excellent general advice on discussing story collections, see author Robin Black’s “Short Story Collections: A Guide for Book Groups” at robinblack.net.

1. In “Absolute Zero,” do you agree or disagree with the observation of Connor’s mother that Connor wants to join the Marines because he’s “looking for acceptance from other men” because he never got it from his father (see page 41)? What else might Connor be looking for?
2. Are there any ways in which the relationship between Connor and Sergeant Kenner approximates that between a father and a son? How might Connor’s encounter with Giigee, and Giigee’s later actions, complicate the relationship between the two men?

3. As he prepares to deliver his enlistment papers to Sergeant Kenner, Connor thinks, “It wouldn’t have made any sense at all to her, but he was doing this for his mother” (see page 56). Why, do you suppose, has Connor come to this conclusion?
4. In “Galisteo Street,” Lydia’s birth father, Ben, “signed away all rights [to see her], afraid of the responsibility, wary of [the birth mother’s] reckless ways, and encouraged by his parents who said it would tie him down for the rest of his life” (see page 77). What has Ben gained and lost by making this decision? Do you believe he would have made a different decision if given a second chance? Why or why not?
5. Why does Lydia tell Ben that she has read all his novels and loved them (see page 94)? Is this a simple compliment or something more? What effect do her comments have on Ben? Do you think he really feels absolved (see page 95)?
6. In “Natural Causes,” Francis believes, until the very end of the story, that he is keeping a secret from his daughter, Ilene: that his late wife (and Ilene’s mother) had been planning to leave him. In fact, Ilene knows the truth. Why do you think Francis keeps this secret from his daughter until she confronts him about it (see pages 133-134)? What might be the consequences (good or bad) of letting this truth emerge? 
7. What does “Natural Causes” say about how parent-child relationships can change as parents age?

8. In “The Theory of Everything,” the Lettlers are raising their grandchildren, Jeremy and Abby, because their son, Rex, and his wife, Cheryl, cannot take care of the kids themselves. In what ways are Rex and Jeremy posing similar parenting challenges to the Lettlers? What do the Lettlers seem to have learned from the difficulties of bringing up Rex?

9. Do you think Rex will ever get his life on track and be equal to the task of parenting, despite Cheryl’s return to substance abuse? 
10. Is Mr. Lettler right to resist cosigning Rex’s business start-up loan, or is he standing in the way of Rex’s potential success?
11. At the end of the story, Mr. Lettler offers Cheryl money in the hopes that she’ll start a new life somewhere else and let the children be raised by their grandparents. Do you think this was the best way of addressing the problems with Cheryl? What other approaches might the Lettlers have tried? 
12. Considering all of the stories from Little Raw Souls, which did you find most engaging or memorable. Why?

